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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE YAOUNDE 1 173 


E.O.: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, EK 

SUB J : EQUATORIAL GUINEA - PETROLEUM EXPLORATION 

REFS: A. DOUALA 122 

B. DOUALA A-24 OF 10/8/74 

C. YAOUNDE 1064 

D. STATE 277172 OF 12/19/74 

E. YAOUNDE A-108 OF 11/12/74 

1. DURING BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH BILLET BROTHERS IN YAOUNDE 
MARCH 25, AMBASSADOR QUESTIONED THEM ABOUT VISIT OF SEISMIC 
VESSEL WHICH PRESIDENT MACIAS HAD ANNOUNCED LAST OCTOBER WAS 
BEING SENT BY ARACCA PETROLEUM FOR WORK IN EG WATERS (REF E, 
PARA 18). 

2. BILLETS REPLIED THAT ARACCA HAD NOTHING IN WRITING FROM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 YAOUND 01173 091205Z 

MACIAS TO DEFINE THEIR EXPLORATION RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


WHILE THEY PERSONALLY HAVE A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH MACIAS AND 
KNOW THAT HIS VERBAL ASSURANCE IS AS VALID FROM A PRACTICAL 
STANDPOINT AS SOMETHING IN WRITING, THE CONSORTIUM GROUP WITH 
WHICH THEY ARE COLLABORATING IN OIL EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN 
WEST AFRICA ARE MORE CAUTIOUS. AS PUBLIC CORPORATIONS, THEY 
HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO SHAREHOLDERS AND HENCE HAVE BEEN UN- 
WILLING TO COMMIT FUNDS FOR SIESMIC WORK UNTIL THEY HAVE A VALID 
DOCUMENT. BILLETS SAID THEY HAD SENT A PROPOSED AGREEMENT TO 
MACIAS SOME MONTHS AGO BUT THAT IT HAD NEVER BEEN SIGNED AND 
RETURNED TO THEM. 

3. AMBASSADOR INQUIRED WHETHER THEY WERE PLANNING ON THIS TRIP 
TO VISIT EQUATORIAL GUINEA. THEY REPLIED THAT THEY WERE ON WAY 
TO SOUTH WEST AFRICA AND DOUBTED THEY WOULD HAVE TIME TO DO SO 
ON THIS TRIP. THEY WERE HOPING HOWEVER, TO CALL ON E.G. AMBAS- 
SADOR ESONO MICA IN YAOUNDE WITH WHOM THEY HAD A FRIENDLY RE- 
LATIONSHIP DATING FROM THE LATTER'S TOUR IN NY AS UN REP. 

4. E.G. AMBASSADOR SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT HE HAD 
SEEN THE BILLETS WHO STATED THEY EXPECTED TO VISIT E.G. SOME 
TIME IN LATE APRIL. THEY HAD COMMENTED TO HIM THAT THEY HAD 
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH OTHER OIL COMPANIES IN U.S. (INCLUDING AMOCO) 
ABOUT OIL EXPLORATION IN E.G., BUT THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO IN- 
TEREST. ESONO MICA DID NOT TELL THEM OF DIRECT CONTACTS BETWEEN 
AMOCO AND GOEG. 

5. COMMENT. BILLETS HAD TO BE PRODDED A BIT TO DISCUSS THEIR 
E.G. ACTIVITIES, OR LACK THEREOF. THEY MADE NO MENTION TO 
AMBASSADOR OF AMOCO AND WE CAN ONLY ASSUME THEY ARE AVOIDING 
E.G. BECAUSE OF THEIR INABILITY TO MAKE GOOD ON SENDING SEISMIC 
VESSEL. MAIN PURPOSE OF THEIR VISIT TO CAMEROON NOT ENTIRELY 
CLEAR. THEY RAISED IMMIGRATION PROBLEM WITH VICE CONSUL (REF C) 
AND PLANNED TO CALL ON MINISTRY MINES AND ENERGY BUT DID NOT 
CALL BACK AT EMBASSY TO REPORT. 
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